
For a photographer, it’s hard to imagine such a wide variety of scenic landscapes packed into such a compact area

—but tiny, Connecticut-size Montenegro seems to have it all!  As one of the newest independent countries with

open access, Montenegro is on its way to becoming a new Mediterranean hotspot due to its balmy sun-drenched

beaches.  Yet within a few miles of the bustling coast, the quiet undiscovered nature of its attractive old-world

villages and the dramatic unspoiled natural beauty of its rugged interior beckon inquisitive nature photographers to

this rarely-photographed landscape.

Montenegro has five vibrant national parks covering ten percent of the country. They contain numerous muscular

peaks that inspired 15th-century Venetians to name the country Monte Negro, or Black Mountain. In autumn these

summits are dappled with the dark greens of fragrant pine groves and a photogenic patchwork of vibrant red and

golden beech, birch and maple woodlands.; From these lofty woods, turquoise streams tumble down to the alluring

azure sea.

 

Our autumn photography tour starts in Kotor which features one of the best preserved, walled, medieval old towns 

on the Adriatic. In many locations it has the look and feel of Dubrovnik, Croatia without the crowds—particularly in fall,

after the summer tourist season. During our coastal visit we
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take a scenic boat ride to Our Lady of the Rocks, one of the

two islets off the coast of the ancient town of Perast in the

Bay of Kotor. This island is crowned with a picturesque 16th-

century church that seems to float above the water.

During our travel we visit four remarkable national parks including Lovćen, Durmitor, Biogradska Gora and Lake

Skadar. These inspiring wildlands give us outstanding access to the Dinaric Alps in the north, numerous glacial

lakes, deep canyons, expansive scenic overlooks, primeval old-growth forest, and breathtaking mountain scenic

drives.; And all along the way we seek out the best of the region’s autumn foliage color.

  Following the recent Yugoslav Wars and breakup of the

former Yugoslavia, Montenegro has had a slow and

complicated emergence as an independent state. Part of its

current charm and high photographic potential is that much of

the rural countryside has not yet modernized. Here, it seems

like time stands still. In fact, Montenegro is the only country in

Europe that doesn't currently have a highway. Many roads

crisscrossing the country are precipitous, narrow and

distractingly scenic. Sheep and cows create the only traffic

jams we may encounter.

Join us on our photographic journey through Undiscovered

Montenegro. Experience a unique mix of spectacular

mountain and coastal landscapes plus attractive ancient

villages that showcase traditional cultures with Ottoman, Venetian, Austro-Hungarian and Slavic influences.  And

meet the Montenegrins themselves—people who are about as friendly and warm as their Mediterranean climate.

Tour Itinerary
Day 1

Depart from home.

Day 2 (Sep 28)

Arrive at Podgorica airport, Montenegro, and transfer to our hotel in Kotor. Meet the group for optional
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evening photography in Kotor followed by dinner. (D)

Day 3 

We explore Old Town Kotor, a UNESCO World

Heritage site, with our cameras this morning. Old

Town is a rabbit warren of photogenic crumbling

churches and Venetian-inspired architecture. We

provide an option, for the hearty, to climb the 9th to

15th-century city walls for scenic views—but you really

have to work hard to get to the highest of them! This

afternoon we visit the ancient town of Perast situated

on the Bay of Kotor. Our scenic boat trip to Our Lady

of the Rocks Island is followed by dinner at a local restaurant. We return to our Kotor hotel after dinner.

(BLD)

Day 4

A morning drive takes us along one of the most incredible mountain roads in the region to Lovćen

National Park. We visit the museum and mountaintop mausoleum of the nation’s most famous son,

prince-bishop, reformer and epic poet Petar II Petrovi Njegos. Perched atop a 5436 foot (1656 meter)

peak, the imposing monument overlooks more than half of Montenegro, with views stretching as far as

Albania and Croatia.

We have lunch at Cetinje town, a former capital of Montenegro. In the afternoon, a visit to Budva or

Sveti Stefan Island provides more scenic views, followed by evening photography on the coast. (BLD)

Day 5

Leaving Kotor behind we take the scenic route north to Durmitor National Park the largest of

Montenegro’s five national parks. But first, we make a stop at Perast to shoot the morning light

illuminating the old city and the islands. Then we leave the coast and drive into the mountains in search

of autumn color. Following our afternoon arrival at Žabljak town we check in at our hotel. We are out

for evening photography from the dramatic mountain road in the heart of Durmitor National Park. (BLD)

Days 6–7

We have two full days to explore Durmitor National

Park and its surrounding area. Carved by glaciers and

crisscrossed by streams and rivers, Durmitor National

Park spans 131 square miles. The park has some of

the country’s most domineering mountains with 48

peaks over 6500 feet (2000 meters) including the



tallest peak in Montenegro, Bobotov Kuk at 8277 feet

(2,523 meters). Switchbacks and hairpin bends make

an exhilarating drive, past glacial lakes and rocky

outcrops. We visit the Black Lake, the largest of 18 glacial lakes known as "mountain eyes" that

bejewel the land. Weather permitting we’ll also visit some viewpoints above Tara River canyon. The

turquoise Tara River slices through these Dinaric Alps, creating Europe’s deepest canyon. (BLD)

Days 8–9

Heading east we travel to another natural gem—Biogradska Gora National Park. One of the last three

stands of old-growth woodlands in all of Europe is protected in Biogradska Gora. At 21 square miles

(54 square kilometers) the park is a much smaller and more intimate place than Durmitor, known for its

beautiful Lake Biograd and that dense, centuries-old, virgin forest. Our photogenic highlight is that

mountain lake which may be shrouded in vibrant fall-colored foliage, its still waters mirroring the lush

and rugged surroundings. Weather and view permitting, we ascend a nearby mountain plateau for more

spectacular mountain photo opportunities.

During our second afternoon we head to Lake Skadar and check into our hotel. (BLD)

Days 10–11

We shoot sunrise at Lake Skadar followed by a scenic

drive into the mountains above the lake. Straddling

Montenegro and Albania, Skadar is the largest lake in

the Balkans.

We take advantage of numerous scenic overlooks

along the way to capture expansive views of the lake.

In the afternoon we wander the cobbled streets of

Stari Bar (Old Bar) to photograph the intriguing ruins of

one of the oldest medieval villages in the region.

Farewell dinner at one of Montenegro’s finest restaurants. (BLD)

Day 12 (Oct 8)

Following breakfast we transfer to the Podgorica airport to catch flights home. Or continue on with us to

meet our Slovenia in Autumn tour starting in Ljubljana, Slovenia on Oct 10. (B)



 

Trip Details
Sep 27 - Oct 08, 2021

Fee: $6,495 From Podgorica, Montenegro

Deposit: $800

Limit: 12 participants

Activity Level: Moderate

 

 

Tour Leaders

JOE VAN OS
And local guide
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