
No matter how well you prepare yourself for a Southern Ocean voyage, Antarctica will surprise, astound and

surpass your expectations! When you travel on our 2022 A Photographer's Antarctica photo tour it will seem as

though it was extracted directly from an epic nature documentary or the pages of the journals of the great naturalists

and explorers.

From the "Southernmost City in the World"—Ushuaia, Argentina—our trusty ship enters the historic Beagle Channel

in the evening and cruises eastward towards the blue Atlantic. The urbanized world of Ushuaia disappears on the

horizon and gives rise to shoreline forests of wind-sculpted southern beech trees, grassy rolling hills and towering,

jagged, snowcapped mountains.

After leaving the southern tip of South America behind, we are met by squadrons of albatrosses, prions, giant

petrels, skuas, gulls and terns that we view from the ship’s bridge, lounge, stern and foredeck. Excitement grows,

along with the number of ship-following seabirds, building to a crescendo as we cross the cold Antarctic

Convergence and get our first distant glimpses of colossal icebergs! Amid the flotilla of icebergs, we sight land and

focus our attention on preparations for the adventure to come—we don’t want to miss a single moment.

A Photographer's Antarctica

https://photosafaris.com/home


For nature photographers, Antarctica is the gold standard against which all other destinations are measured. On this

voyage we visit the small islands of the Antarctic Archipelago, as well as set foot on the frozen continent. The

sparkling krill-rich water teems with life, which in turn brings whales and seals that forage along the ice floe edge.

Colonies of penguins dwell here in almost uncountable numbers and hunt in these same waters. These represent

some of the most spectacular seabird colonies found anywhere on Earth. There is virtually no time when wildlife is

not visible from the ship!

In the Weddell Sea, just off the northern tip of the peninsula, lies Paulet Island, a

conical volcano with a massive Adélie penguin colony that, in some areas, rises

several hundred feet from the island’s periphery to its lower slopes. Here, we may

find penguin-covered icebergs and areas where some of the penguins roost on a

picturesque jumble of crystalline ice on shore. Now, birds are busy raising their

chicks and we should be in prime time to see the young birds comically chasing

after their parents as they beg for food.

Along the shore, masses of seagoing birds tumble into the water in an effort to

confuse their main predator, the leopard seal. Photography at Paulet can be

incredible!

On the east side of the peninsula we travel as deep as the ship can reasonably

go amidst the ice into the Weddell Sea. We head toward Snow Hill Island to see

if we can spot any lingering emperor penguins on the sea ice. The emperor breeding season ends in November and

the year’s new chicks have fledged, but depending on ice conditions, we hope to be able to find a few lingering birds

to shoot from the ship or our Zodiacs.

If the wildlife isn’t enough, the scenery will bowl you over. The sheer walls of towering icebergs burn chill blue and

the slanting "evening" polar light infuses everything in rich pastel tints, sharpening the etchings in the ice. Subtle

polychrome "sunsets" last for hours in January, and the moody gray outlines of the serrate maritime peaks can give

rise to a spectacular "dawn" that elicits an almost mystical fervor in those who gaze upon them.

Cruising the beautiful Lemaire Channel provides yet another

exceptional Antarctic experience. This narrow channel is one

of the most visually impressive areas of the peninsula and

embodies the quintessential Antarctic landscape in the

photographer’s mind’s eye. At the end of the channel lies

Pleneau Island. Here a stunning labyrinth of grounded

icebergs offers extraordinary Zodiac cruising. Glistening

white, statuesque and architecturally spectacular bergs stand

as sentinels against a clear blue sky, while crabeater,

Weddell and leopard seals allow close approach. A visit here

can be dreamlike—and a great way to bring our photo expedition to a close.

A Photographer's Antarctica is truly crafted to be a photography travel highlight to one of the ends of the Earth!



 

A Comparison With Other Antarctica Cruises
When we set out to create this extraordinary expedition voyage, this is the question we asked ourselves most often:

What does it take to offer our clients an expedition that draws from our broad Antarctic experience and avoids some

of the photographer’s frustrations typical in tourist-style Antarctica voyages?

More Days In Antarctica
You are traveling all the way to the bottom of the world!

Shouldn’t you have enough time to thoroughly enjoy exploring

one of the most spectacularly scenic regions on Earth? This

voyage offers 10 full photography days around the Antarctic

Peninsula and visits many of its most scenic and wildlife-rich

locations. It is among the longest and most comprehensive

trips offered by any company in 2022. The trip is timed to see

lots of penguins with chicks, seals on ice, whales, and lots of

gigantic sculpted icebergs to photograph. We travel in

Antarctica’s “high season”, but after the New Year holiday,

avoiding the crush of holiday travelers that crowd the airports.

More Leaders Per Client
This may be one of the most important differences between our cruise and many others. Why is it important? There

are several reasons. First, our clients are very inquisitive and intent on learning photography tips and natural history

of the area. With one leader for every 9 clients, you have excellent access to leaders when questions arise—and

you have 9 different leaders to interact with throughout the cruise. Second, other tours often have only 3 or 4

expedition staff members for a group the size of ours, and they all have to double as Zodiac drivers and boat

handlers during landings. This means there are extended times when most leaders on other trips are not accessible

on shore because they have to ferry clients to and from the ship.

Time, Time And More Time!
When you’ve made the effort to travel to a place as remote as

Antarctica, you want time to explore this spectacular

environment at your own pace instead of moving from landing

site to landing site keeping a "forced-march" schedule. Our

14-night cruise allows plenty of time to slow down and enjoy

each stop along the way. Where possible, we offer extended

shore landings without skimping on the number of locations

we visit. This is among the longest and most comprehensive

Antarctic Peninsula trips offered by any company in 2022!

Expert Planning With Built-in Flexibility
After offering dozens of expeditions to Antarctica and the Southern Ocean we have acquired the expertise needed

to plan a photography itinerary that is second to none.  We know the most photogenic wildlife hotspots and have



included them in our planned itinerary. We also know when and how to be flexible in our itinerary, both to ensure

your safety and to take advantage of unexpectedly good weather and wildlife. Unlike other “milk run” Antarctica

itineraries, we try to be as flexible as possible when it benefits our clients. While onshore, we occasionally attempt to

keep iconic photogenic vistas closed to entry for a short time until all participants have the opportunity to photograph

it without the possibility of people in the shot.

Smaller Group
Cruise ships carrying hundreds of passengers are more common in Antarctica

every year. The logistics of getting such large groups ashore are difficult since

internationally agreed upon rules only allow a maximum of 100 passengers on

shore at any location in Antarctica. With only 78 passengers, 9 expedition staff

and plenty of Zodiac landing craft, we can get our clients to shore quickly, often,

and with minimal hassles. Once ashore, there are fewer in our group so it’s much

easier to find a bit of personal time away from the group (following well-

established wildlife/location guidelines). These days, the trend on many Antarctica

cruises is for more scenic shipboard cruising and less time ashore—which makes

for fewer logistical hassles for the crew and less photo time for passengers with

the wildlife. By contrast, we offer as much shore time as we can to allow you the

flexibility to explore, photograph and observe wildlife, or to return to the ship when

necessary.

Photography And Nature Guides
Whether you’re serious about photography, or just want to learn a few tips to take better photos, our photography

leaders can help during our travel days photo lectures and image critiques. John Shaw, Wayne Lynch, Jeff Vanuga,

Joe McDonald, Mary Ann McDonald, Mark Thomas, Eric Rock and Joe Van Os are all professional photographers

who have led hundreds of nature photography trips all over the world. Photographing nature and wildlife are our

primary goals on this voyage. And to provide the best in nature interpretation we have two dedicated expert

naturalists on board—Anna Sutcliffe, and expedition leader Monika Schillat. They help you understand the incredible

diversity of life we see around the Southern Ocean. And many of the staff are both accomplished interpretive

naturalists AND professional photographers.  All of our leaders are IAATO certified Antarctica guides.

 
Download the trip log from our 2015 A Photographer's
Antarctica voyage.

https://photosafaris.com/Photosafaris/media/documents/A-Photographers-Antarctica-2015.pdf
https://photosafaris.com/Photosafaris/media/documents/A-Photographers-Antarctica-2015.pdf
https://photosafaris.com/Photosafaris/media/documents/A-Photographers-Antarctica-2015.pdf


Tour Itinerary
Day 1
Depart from home.

Day 2 (January 7)
Arrive in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and continue on a domestic flight to Ushuaia. Depending on the flight

you book, three to four hours may be needed to transfer with your baggage from the international

airport (EZE) to the domestic airport (AEP) in Buenos Aires. Check into our Ushuaia hotel.

Day 3
The morning is free to explore the southernmost city in the world while the ship is prepped for our

voyage. A bus tour of Tierra del Fuego National Park, that includes lunch, is optional. In late afternoon

(approximately 4 PM) we board our ship and get settled in our cabins for embarkation. As we sail

eastward down the legendary Beagle Channel, we photograph landscapes from the deck and observe

many birds and other wildlife associated with the channel. We celebrate our departure with our first

dinner aboard ship. (BD)

Days 4–5
We head south across the famous Drake Passage

named for Sir Francis Drake, 16th-century English

mariner and privateer. We travel 600 miles from the tip

of South America toward the Antarctic Peninsula—a

distant extension of the Andes Mountains separated

by continental movement over the past 150 million

years. Once offshore, the marine environment in "the

Drake" is as rich as anywhere on Earth and thousands

of seabirds, including many black-browed and

wandering albatrosses, and several species of whales and dolphins are possible. We cross the

Antarctic Convergence. The region marks the area where warmer northern waters collide with colder

Antarctic currents. During a short transition, the water temperature plummets, the air gets colder and

the species composition of ship-following birds becomes noticeably different. Icebergs become a

familiar sight. With favorable conditions in the Drake Passage we make our first landing on Day 5.

When not on deck, we prepare for our Antarctic landings during a series of photography and nature

and human history lectures during this time. (All meals are included while aboard ship.)

Days 6–15
The Antarctic Peninsula and South Shetland Islands offer activities that pack these exciting 10 days.

We select landings at wildlife and scenic areas only, avoiding national research bases and historic sites

that usually have meager wildlife populations or limited landscape photo potential. We plan to visit



Paulet Island with its massive Adélie colonies, cruise the Neumayer and Lemaire Channels—the

quintessential Antarctic scenery locations—where we linger as long as possible if light conditions are

incredibly photogenic! Humpback whales have made a strong recovery from whaling in this area. Other

areas we plan to visit include spectacular scenic Paradise Bay, Cuverville or Ronge Island for gentoo

and chinstrap penguins. Additional landing sites may include Half Moon Island, Hannah Point on

Livingston Island, Deception Island, Port Lockroy, or other locations depending on weather and ice

conditions. No landing site can be guaranteed. Our leaders use their experience to select the best

areas to optimize our wildlife observation and ensure our safety. We start our northward journey during

the late afternoon of Day 15.

Day 16
Join our expedition staff on deck as we get our final

views of the “white continent.” We photograph ship-

following seabirds, watch for whales and dolphins, and

enjoy some final photo lectures, image critiques and

passenger "slide shows." Take the opportunity to relax

and reflect on the fascinating adventures of the past

days on the way back to Ushuaia. The fabled

headland of Cape Horn looms on the horizon and we

sense the peaty aroma of vegetation wafting from the

distant shore. This evening we head back down the Beagle Channel, reacquaint ourselves with a green

environment, and enjoy a final scenic cruise on our return trip to Ushuaia.

Day 17 (Jan 22)
Arriving in Ushuaia in the morning, we disembark the ship after breakfast and transfer to the airport to

depart for home.

Day 18
Arrive home.

 

Trip Details
Jan 06 - Jan 23, 2022

Fee: From $13,995 – $19,995 from Ushuaia, Argentina
(see complete cabin pricing on next page)

Deposit: 25% of Trip Fee

Limit: 78 participants

Activity Level: Easy

Special Terms & Conditions Apply

https://photosafaris.com/contact.aspx?tourname=A+Photographer%27s+Antarctica+2022
https://photosafaris.com/eNewsSignup
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